to provide the necessary background knowledge to aid comprehension of this text (Youngs & Serafini, 2011) . But how might a teacher most profitably do that? We believe that choosing to use artifacts in exploration can be an extremely valuable "way in" to help students develop the necessary background knowledge to be able to read and connect to a book such as Yep's Earth Dragon Awakes.
Studying relevant artifacts, that is, the authentic remnants of history that tell how people lived, who they were, and what they did (Fuhler, Farris, & Nelson, 2006) , can aid in comprehension of such complex texts. Through such explorations, students will find learning facts and history both interesting and exciting, in comparison to only reading and absorbing such material from content area textbooks. There is, however, another good reason to use historical artifacts. Notable among the new Common Core State Standards (2010) are those that require students to become proficient in the "use of technology, including the internet, to produce and publicly write and collaborate with others" and "to gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information."
The use of artifacts connects to this renewed focus on interdisciplinary teaching, information literacy, critical literacy, and multimedia composition. Francisco earthquake through the eyes of Chin and Henry, an eight-year-old and a nine-year-old boy. Chin lives in a Chinatown tenement, while Henry lives in an affluent part of the city. Before the earthquake, the two friends loved to spend their free time reading and talking about heroes in popular "penny dreadful" novels. These serial stories gained popularity with teenagers in the late 19 th century because of their sensational depictions of swashbuckling criminals and ne'er-do-well heroes. As a result of the earthquake, Chin and Henry experience real life heroics from their loved ones and friends. The two boys witness the uplifting ways individuals and communities bind together in tragedy to work for the common good.
Since the time period, customs, and events portrayed in this young adult historical fiction are distant, readers in today's classroom may find this text difficult to understand (Kiefer, Hepler, & Hickman, 2007) . Teachers will need
Exploring Artifacts with The Earth Dragon Awakes
Fortunately, the internet has a treasure trove of audiovisual texts and pictorial material that can support readings from many points in history. We began the artifacts exploration activity by providing a brief overview of various kinds of artifacts in connection to historical and realistic fiction read in today's language arts classroom. These types, developed by the NCTE Assembly on American Literature (2003), include:
• Visual Arts Artifacts Paintings, sculpture, and other works of visual art that help students understand the cultural setting of a literary text they study.
• Political History Artifacts
Speeches, protest posters, and cartoons capturing the political views of various groups that help students comprehend the place and time of a text.
• Social History Artifacts
Diaries, photos, music, clothing that help students learn about the cultural norms of the time of a text.
• Oral Histories
Folk songs, interviews, and other oral histories that expose students to alternative views of a text's cultural setting.
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• Domestic Architecture
Buildings or furniture that invite students to explore what exterior and interior spaces reveal about the cultural setting and period of a literary text.
• Cultural Geography
Natural and man-made landscapes and surroundings that help students make connections between relationships of people of a text to their environments.
• Ritual and Ceremonial
Artifacts Objects such as Victorian calling cards or Puritan gravestones and other sacred and secular ritual objects that help students analyze the ways people of a text define order and the role of religion and spirituality in their lives. For our own part, we brought in a number of different artifacts for the students to get a sense of the variety of artifacts available for use in the classroom. We brought in an old "penny dreadful" novel as an example of a cultural artifact. We brought in an original copy of Collier's Magazine published shortly after the San Francisco earthquake in 1906 as an example of a political history artifact (1906, May 5). We also brought an original copy of the Atlanta Journal from Jimmy Carter's presidential inauguration in 1977, and an original copy of the Atlanta Constitution from the first moon landing in 1969 as additional political history artifacts (1977 , Jan 20 & 1969 .
As a primary source of information for people for the past century and a half, newspapers and magazines include a wealth of information to analyze, from the headlines on the front page to the editorial page to the comic strips and advertisements on the back page. In fact, our graduate students discussed how the newspapers helped them feel closer to the events described. An investigation like this one can allow young readers to vicariously experience the life and conditions of the people and times depicted in children's and adolescent literature, by taking them back into a specific time or place with a newspaper or magazine that a person from that time might have actually read.
This "traveling back in time" aids understanding of the problems characteristic of the time period, and of the ways in which people at that time dealt with these problems (Temple, Martinez, & Yokota, 2011) . We believe it also helped students connect to other history they may have gleaned from textbooks and resulted in a richer understanding of the past. Artifact exploration, and accompanying discussions, can complement well the history these texts cover (Morgan & Rasinski, 2012) .
While the various artifacts circulated, we shared an excerpt from Lawrence Yep's (2006) The Earth Dragon Awakes. In the excerpt we chose, Yep details the first moments of the earthquake, when Chin, one of the two protagonists in the novel, feels the sudden jolt of the earthquake and large cracks begin to spread on the walls surrounding him. He calls for his father and finds a small table to hide under. After reading and discussing the excerpt, we led a whole class discussion on the merits of analyzing Collier's Magazine to help readers better understand the earthquake in San Francisco in 1906 and Yep's novel. The graduate students marveled at the photos of destruction of homes and public buildings, the pictures of homelessness, and the story of an eyewitness account in the magazine. Coupled with the pictures and the eyewitness account from Collier's Magazine, the excerpt we read from the Yep's novel evoked a powerful response from the graduate students. They felt an emotional connection to the words we read from Yep's novel as well as to the artifacts they examined. They wanted to learn more about the San Francisco earthquake, they made connections to the earthquake in Haiti in 2010 and the earthquake and tsunami in Japan in 2011, and they discussed the power of historical fiction-that it can pique students' interest and help students understand the complexities of historical events. For recommended historical and realistic fiction books, see Appendix A.
We also discussed the "penny dreadful" artifact and how examining these dime store novels of the time may help today's students put themselves in the shoes of the characters in Yep's novel. From the political history examples in old newspapers to the cultural geography examples that led to discussions of the architecture in San Francisco before and after the earthquake in 1906 and a discussion of "penny dreadfuls," Yep's novel provides a rich reason for and anchoring point for artifact exploration and a better understanding of the historical time in which the book takes place. Appendix B includes links to recommended artifacts organized by type of artifact for Earth Dragon and other novels.
We concluded the discussion with other ways to use the several artifacts we circulated in classroom instruction. One graduate student mentioned how she analyzes the advertisements in old newspapers with her students to compare the language of a historical fiction novel they are reading with the language of the advertisement in the newspaper. Another graduate student explained how she conducts a gallery walk as an icebreaker activity before reading a historical fiction novel with her class.
She creates a gallery-like setting where students walk around the classroom analyzing and discussing artifacts related to the book they are going to study.
After this introduction to the merits of incorporating artifacts into literature instruction, the graduate students located and shared artifacts they found online for the books they read in our course.
Appendix B includes links to the artifacts as well as a description of the artifacts the students found.
your Turn to use artifacts in literature instruction
We have shown that teaching with artifacts in literature instruction can be a powerful way to help students develop the background knowledge and make connections to the content they explore in historical and realistic books they read in the English language arts classroom. In hoping that you will use this strategy in the classroom, we offer additional guidelines. 
